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Chronology 

May 
2008 

• Social Studies team begins research 

April 
2009 

• Writing Team formed  

Jan-
Dec 
2010 

• Drafts created  

Dec 
2010 

• SBE approves standards 



Chronology (cont.) 

Dec 
2010 

• Graduation requirements 

June 
2011 

• General Assembly enacts The Founding 
Principles Act  

Oct 
2011 

• Course name change approved by SBE
  

Fall 
2012 

• Implementation  

American History I:  The Founding Principles 



Founding Principles 

Grade 4 
 

Grade 5 

Grade 8  
 

American History I: Founding Principles 

Civics and Economics 

Standard Course of Study, Social 

Studies Content 



The Founding Principles Act—

2011 Requirements 

• Course for graduation that covers the 

Founding Principles (American History I: 

Founding Principles) 

 

• Local Boards of Education responsible for 

implementation 



The Founding Principles 

• The Creator-endowed inalienable rights 

of the people 

• Structure of government, separation of 

powers with checks and balances 

• Frequent and free elections in a 

representative government 

 

 

 



The Founding Principles 

• Rule of law 

• Equal justice under the law 

• Private property rights 

• Federalism 

 

 

 

 



• Due process 

• Individual rights as set forth in the 

Bill of Rights 

• Individual Responsibility 

The Founding Principles 



Instructional resource 

support created in 

partnership with the “Bill 

of Rights Institute” 

 



http://ssnces.ncdpi.wikispaces.net/The+Founding+Principles+Resources 

Ten Modules—Bill of Rights Institute 

http://ssnces.ncdpi.wikispaces.net/The+Founding+Principles+Resources


Opportunities for Advanced 

History Courses in High School 

Multiple opportunities to participate in college-

level history courses 
 

• Advanced Placement  

• International Baccalaureate 

• Career and College Promise 

– College Transfer 

– Cooperative Innovative High School, Early College, 

Middle College 



Currently – 
 

SBE Graduation requirements for Social Studies: 

 World History 

 American History I: Founding Principles 

 American History II 

 Civics and Economics 

 

AP, IB, and college courses that include the Founding 

Principles satisfy the American History I: Founding 

Principles and American History II graduation 

requirements, along with an elective course. 

 
Photo courtesy WRAL 



• Thomas Paine’s Common Sense 

• The Declaration of Independence 

• Articles of Confederation 

• United States Constitution 

 

 

 

 

AP US History Required Readings 



• George Washington’s “Farewell Address” 

• Kansas-Nebraska Act 

• The Emancipation Proclamation 

• 13th Amendment 

• 14th Amendment 

 

 

 

 

 

AP US History Required Readings 



• 15th Amendment 

• Plessy v Ferguson 

• Treaty of Versailles 

• Brown v Board of Education 

• Civil Rights Act of 1964 

 

 

 

 

 

AP US History Required Readings 



Changing this practice… 
 

• Impact on students taking 

 AP US History 

 IB Diploma Programmes 

 Dual Enrollment programs, such as Early 

Colleges and College Transfer programs 

• Over 20,000 students and their families per 

year    



Additionally - 

• Fewer opportunities for students to take 

other advanced courses 

• Redundancy 

• More college tuition costs 

• Less flexibility 

 

 

 



  

 

 

 

                         

Recent General Assembly Actions 

• More access and successful 

participation in AP and IB courses 

• Payment of all AP and IB test and 

registration fees 

 

 

 



Questions 

Should AP US History be called 
American History/AP US History? 

Does AP US History meet the 
requirements of The Founding Principles 
Act? 


